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Lumberton files complaint against MUA

It says the Mount Holly Muri"icipal Utilities Authority did not consult
with the township before approving its 2017 spending plan.

By DANIELLE DESISTO
STAFF WRITER

were not briefed on previous budgeis.

LUMBERTON — The township has filed
a formal complaint against the Mounr Holly
Municipal Utlities Authority, continuing its
fight to be involved in the MUA’s decisions
that impact the town’s ratepayers.

The complaint filed with the New Jersey
Local Finance Board argues that the MUA
failed o “consult and review” with Lumber-
ton officials hefore approving its 2017 capital
budget and programs, and that officials also

The township was pot invited to partici-
pate in the development of the capital plan,
and did not review or approve the proposal,
according Lo the complaint.

‘The complaint alleges the MUA cert-
fied that it had reviewed the documents with
Lumberton and other towns it serves in its
submission to the New Jersey Department of
Community Affairs.

The municipality is requesting a full audit

See MUA, Page A2

MuA

(mmmwdjtam Page Al

of the .mfhomy s budgets
and capital plans from 2012
to 2017 und of all payments
made by the MUA to Mount
Holy “Township duriog that
same period, as well as full
mounitoring of the 2018 bud-

Lumberton or any other
municipality served by the
Authority at or before the
budget was adopted.” |

Coleman added that MUA
Executive Director Robert
Maybury was planning to
implement a new policy to
ensure that affected towns
teceive information prior
to the adoption of futire
budgets.

Coleman declined to com-

get process.

Township officials have
made multiple requests to
the MUA for Lumberton o
be recognized as a host com-
mugity with appointment
poiver and representation on
the authority’s board, and
lor resuieu Is to recelve the

. samme dﬁcounts Mount
: Holf Iy mtepdyu's umberton

e diszount enjoyed -

Mount rIoll) residents,
paired with osing rates, has
divided the MUA and some
of the towns it'serves, particu-
larly Lumberton. Eastamp-
ton, Hainesport, We<[amvton
und parts of Maorestown
also have SEWET servu:e agree-
ments with the MUA.

Mount Holly re:xdems
rective a 33 percent discount
on sewer connection and

&Wﬁ i Edrlonl &

HANCY ROKOS / PHOTOJOURNALIST
As part of its budget documentation, the Mount
Holly Municipal Ulilities Authority is asked-fo contirm
whether each affected munieipality or county had
participated in the development of the budgat.

meter fees, and a 25 percent
dxscuunt on sewer flow rates,

budget documentation, the
~ MUA is asked to conﬁrm
whether each |
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repeatedly approved h Andscated
Tate increases and c‘apl!al that the towns it serves were
Improyement plmmthm:t involyed nnd approved the.
proper notification to Lum 201? " budger, bnt Lumberton
berton and other nﬂ'ea;ied’ said they were never
commmnities, thus ciccum- comulml
venting pblic participa- The MUMmmﬂe);'l >
tion,” Eirlen suid. YEqually © Tom € Coleman, nale
Imubﬂn; i that for seveeal  terto Luribertons stiormey
m uf Holly MUA onMay]Zl!mtﬁeamld
thut proper officially confirm that L
amjﬁcxunn was made.” special notification wis |
- Aspartofits capital vided to the Township o

ment Thursday.
“So basically, they knew
they needed to consult with

'+ the townships on an annual

basis, and they didr’,” Lum-
berton Township Adminis-
trator Brandon Umba said.
“So how. can we be sure that
t_hey are going o  change this
'beh'wmr if they Lnowmgly
dldn v do 11 in the pastand
ithe Fact that they.refused to’
contact us before we hired an
atrorney?”

~Maybury said towns
served by the MUA receive
notification by mail of rate
hearings every year.

Lumberton chose to reach
out to the Local Finance
Board because itiis the only
body that can force the MUA
to abide by regulations and
properly audit and monitor
the authority. Officials hope
the board’s review will pre-
vent future Con.ﬂlcts

The Mount . Holly MUA
has repeated]y sa1d its town-
ship ratepayers are entitled to
discounts because the munic-
ipality.is 2 host community to
the auLhontfs facilities. Rep-
re;emauves ‘have also said
Moum Holly has bonded for
the construction and mult-
milliog-dollar upgrades of
those ficilities since the plant
‘was builtin 1948. i
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